







 


ASTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of a Meeting of Astley Parish Council on Monday 26th April 2021 at 7.30pm.

(Remote Meeting using Zoom)

PRESENT

Councillors K Lloyd (Chair), E Bedell, S Robinson, M Colclough, Alicia Wheeler
Also Present:

G Power (Locum Clerk), Cllr L Picton, Shropshire Council, Corporal Sarah Hodson (Shawbury RAF),
1. APOLOGIES 

None received.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  


None received.
3. MINUTES OF MEETING 17th March 2021
RESOLVED: Approved as a true record. 
4. MINUTES OF EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 29th MARCH 2021  
RESOLVED: Approved as a true record.
5. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  


No public present.

The Chairman took this opportunity to say that this would be Cllr Malcolm Colclough’s last meeting as a Parish Councillor, after serving on the council for just over 25 years, Councillor Colclough was standing down.  The Chairman thanked Councillor Colclough, on behalf of the Parish Council and the Community, for him commitment, knowledge and cantor to the community and gave special thanks being her mentor.

The Chairman mentioned that Mr Steve Brown (Shropshire Council) had sent an email response to the Locum Clerk, saying that he would ‘chase up’ on an email that the Clerk had sent to Shropshire Council Traffic Engineering, requesting a site visit to look at road safety concerns.
6.
UPDATE

5.1
Update from Shropshire Councillor Lezley Picton

A report had previously been circulated by Cllr Picton (appendix a).   Cllr Pictor updated the meeting further:
· free parking had finished and there was now free ‘park and ride’
· shops had said that their sales were up by 10% compared to this time in 2019
· Cllr Picton had been in touch with the Camera Safety Partnership and they had confirmed 

they will be carrying out monitoring of traffic in the Astley area, on the A53 and on the road from Hadnall to Battlefield.

Remote meetings were mentioned, the Locum Clerk informed the meeting that an appeal had been heard in court on 21st April 2021 and a Judgement was expected to be announced imminently, in view of the current legislation which permits local authorities to hold remote meetings, up until 6th May 2021.

5.2
Update from RAF Shawbury


Corporal Sarah Hodson reported that the RAF Family Day was going ahead on 12 August 2021 and asked any local business who were interested in having a stall there to get in touch with RAF Shawbury. It was emphasized that this event was for RAF families only.

Cllr Bedell gave expressed his thanks to RAF Shawbury, congratulating Squadron Leader Gary James on his work with the public in connection with the flying of drones.
6.
OFFICIAL AND PARISH MATTERS

6.1 
Bings Heath Drainage

Cllr Bedell informed the meeting that he had met with Helen Walters and another Officer from Shropshire Council (Highways and Drainage,) in Bings Heath. They had walked around the Bings Heath area and had spoken to all the land owners who had a problem with drainage.  Helen had said that they would put together an action plan and would feed back her recommendations to the parish council.
6.2
PLANNING APPLICATION
Reference:  21/01275/FUL  (validated: 12/03/2021)

Address:  Home Farm, Ebrey Wood, Astley, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 4DD

Proposal:  Construction of an agricultural building to be used for the storage and processing of agricultural produce

Applicant: TC & N Taylor Ltd


A lengthy discussion took place in which the Council expressed their concern over issues that already arise with big, heavy lorries being driven through Bings Heath. The narrow lanes leave no room for on-coming traffic to pass, resulting in vehicles having to reverse (sometimes great distance) to allow passing, and the grass verges are continually being damaged.  A routing agreement was discussed, it was thought this would be a suggestion to put forward for consideration. Cllr Bedell to create a map showing a suitable re-route and forward to the Locum Clerk to send with the Representation to the Planning Application:



RESOLVED: The following Representation be made:


That signage be placed in appropriate locations, to direct heavy vehicles to Home Farm, avoiding Bings Heath.


 That a Routing Agreement be given consideration, map of suggested route to be forwarded to Shropshire Council with Representation to planning application.

6.3
CONSULTATION FROM WEST MERCIA POLICE, IN RELATION TO LOCAL POLICING COMMUNITY CHARTER 
I
In relation to the new Local Policing Community Charter, an email had been received from West Mercia Police asking for the Parish Council’s 3 main concerns within the Community. A discussion took place in which the council expressed their concern over the lack of visibility of Police in the community and disappointment over the lack of communication from the local Police.  It was mentioned that two burglaries had taken place recently in the community and was thought that a Police presence in the area would help to prevent crime and give some re-assurance to residents.  After careful consideration the council put together 3 main concerns.

RESOLVED: Three main concerns of Astley Parish Council:
1. Visibility and accessibility of Police Officers

2. Safer roads

3. Vulnerability of the community.  A better working relationship needed between the Police and the Parish Council  

7.
PARISH ACCOUNTS –PAYMENTS TO NOTE/APPROVE


12.4.2021 - £271.60         G Power   Locum Clerk Salary-Feb 2021)


27.4.2021 - £271.80         G Power   Locum Clerk Salary (April 2021)


27.4.2021 - £63.40        HMRC    Locum Clerk Tax (April 2021)

RESOLVED: All above payments approved.
8.
CLERK’S REPORT 


The Department of Culture, Media and Sport have a Consultation on Rural Broadband out. NALC have asked parish and town councils if they can give their answers to 22 questions which they have listed in their Briefing PC3-21 (appendix b.) 


RESOLVED: That the Chairman and Councillor Bedell would look at the questions and put together answers to the questions in a report to be submitted to the council at the next meeting for consideration, before being sent to NALC.
.


9.    DATE OF NEXT MEETING   
       19th May 2021

       7pm        Annual Meeting of the Parish

       7.30pm   Annual Meeting of the Council

       Venue to be confirmed pending the Judgement made in relation to Remote Meetings.


The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.47pm
  





Signed by Chairman ………………………………………..
Gail Power, Locum Parish Clerk     

Draft Minutes 26th April 2021
astleypc@hotmail.co.uk

